
1	
 

 
ASHBURY 

COMPTON LONGCOT FERNHAM 
NEWS 

APRIL 2022 

 
 

Easter Sunday 17th April 
Supporting Ukrainian Refugees-inside 
Ashbury Freecycling recommences 3rd  

Litter Pick Saturday 9th  
Community Club 28th: “Puppy with a Purpose” 
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Thought for the month 
 

A year ago, when I wrote something for the April 2021 Newsletter, I began by 
recalling Norma’s first on-line sermon, recorded on impulse at Bourton’s Mothering 
Sunday service, and posted on Facebook for the rest of the Benefice a week later.  
And I went on to reflect on all that we had achieved in the following year to sustain a 
pattern of worship and pastoral care within our community.  And here we are, a year 
on again. 
I suspect that most of us would have given almost anything, over those two years, to 
see the COVID pandemic out of the headlines on our news bulletins and social media 
sites.  Almost anything… 
 
Who could possibly have anticipated that the thing which would knock COVID out of 
the headlines would be a war in eastern Europe, a war which with just one wrong 
move, military or diplomatic, could cast the whole of Europe into a conflict the like of 
which few of us living, perhaps few ever have experienced? 
 
I struggle to rationalise why this feels so very different from any other conflict I have 
witnessed during my almost 70 years.  In Vietnam, in the Falklands, in the Balkans, in 
Afghanistan, and twice in Iraq. 
 
For the last of these, in 2003, I was working within the UK Joint Headquarters at 
Northwood.  I remember in February being in London (for an unrelated reason) on 
the day of the ‘Not in my Name’ peace rally.  I remember the urge to say to those 
gathered that I, and I was sure many of my colleagues, shared their misgivings.  I 
cannot help wondering the extent to which the situation in which The Ukraine, and 
the rest of the free world, now finds itself is the result of the US/UK coalition 
squandering the moral high ground which it had largely enjoyed previously. 
 
So, what do we do now?  Simply – we pray.  I honestly believe that right now that is 
the most powerful and constructive thing any of us can do for our fractured world.  
There is an outcome for Ukraine – what it is, we have no idea, but God knows – God 
will work something out, some way that people in that region can again live in peace.  
And let’s also pray, as I wrote a year ago, that we might learn to do things better, 
more effectively, but also more generously, more lovingly, in the days to come. 

Richard 
 

Views expressed in “Thought for the month” are those of the contributors 
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Ashbury News  
Ashbury Community Club 
Thursday 31st  March       "Remembering the 1970's" 
A fun afternoon led by Stewart Smith. 
Thursday 28th  April            "Puppy with a Purpose" 
 
Come and meet Baden the Guide Dog Puppy. 
His puppy raiser, Nicola Cornick, will tell us about the work involved in training him 
from 8 weeks old to become a guide dog for the blind. 
Both meetings will be held in Ashbury Village Hall from 2.30pm 
Entrance is £2 which includes tea & biscuits. 
Do join us for one (or hopefully both) afternoons. 
Further info from Jackie, 710358 or Sue, 710208 
 
Beat the Bounds 2022 
It’s back! Interrupted for two years by the plague, this annual medieval tradition will 
resume on May 1st. We will meet on Sunday May 1st at 8.30am in front of the pub. 
Following an Ashbury tradition that is at least 500 years old, it was historically used to 
confirm the boundaries of the parish and ensure those pesky neighbouring parishes 
haven’t nicked any of our land. Everyone is welcome, including children and dogs, and 
you can come for as much of the walk as you like. More info and the route can be 
found on the website at http://www.ashbury.org.uk/beat-the-bounds-walk/ or 
call Steve Treadwell on 710369. Come and explore the parish with lovely views of the 
downs and vale that you will only ever experience on foot. And be part of history! 
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Ashbury Party to Celebrate HM The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee - Party on the Green 
5th June 2022 

 
 

 
 
We would like to update you on our progress.  We are delighted to report that the 
arrangements for our Jubilee Party are progressing well, thanks to all of you who have 
volunteered to help.  We still need more volunteers, both to lend a hand in advance 
with the planning and especially to help on the day itself. So please do let us know if 
you would like to be involved.  We are also still open to ideas on what would be fun to 
do on 05 June. So do give us your thoughts. 
 
We hope this event can be truly inclusive for everyone in the village to enjoy.  We 
would like the food at the party (a hog roast and pizza waggon are our current ideas), 
and the ice creams, tea, cakes etc.  to be free for all on the day or available at 
minimum cost.  To achieve that we need to raise substantial funds in advance, c. 
£4,000. There will be a cash bar on the day, which will raise some money, but that is 
not going to be enough to cover the food and other costs (various entertainments).   
 
If you feel able to help provide food for everyone at the party, including of course 
yourselves, there are two ways to donate. Please either contribute by BACS to 
Ashbury Village Hall’s special Jubilee account at Lloyds Bank, 30 13 35  a/c 76694868; 
or pop your donation into an envelope addressed to  Ashbury Village Hall Jubilee 
Fund and post it through Jo Cholmeley’s door at Icklestone Cottage, High Street, 
Ashbury (Jo is our Ashbury Village Hall treasurer). Your gift will allow us to subsidise 
the food at the party, even if we don’t get enough to cover the costs in full.     
 
Thank you on behalf of the whole parish for anything you can give. 
Christopher Prentice and Maggie Simons 
cnrprentice@gmail.com 
maggiemsimons@outlook.com 
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St Mary’s Church is always there when you need it.  We like to keep it clean and with 
fresh flowers during the year.  We have a small team of willing volunteers but 
inevitably this team gets smaller as we all get older and we really need some new 
volunteers. As one of our flower arrangers said recently “I do hope you can find some 
arrangers, they don't have to be like Constance Spry, because I'm certainly not!!”  We 
are trying not to use oasis as it is so bad for the environment, a few flowers in a vase 
of water look lovely. 
If you feel you can help either cleaning or with flowers please let me know – just a 
couple of times a year would be great. 
Maggie Simons 71801 or maggiemsimons@outlook.com 

 
 
 

 
Councillors’ Corner 
The Parish Council meeting on 14 March was unusually well attended because we had 
scheduled at short notice an urgent discussion on how all of us could respond to the 
growing Ukraine refugee crisis.  There is a widespread wish to help.  It was the day of 
the government's announcement of their scheme to help British citizens to sponsor 
and house refugees from the conflict.  
 
By the time you read this, I hope that our sub-committee set up to lead the parish's 
response will be well into its work.  Seven of those present at the meeting indicated 
that they intended to offer accommodation to Ukrainians. Many more who could not 
attend will also have since subscribed to the scheme.  Even if you cannot offer 
accommodation, there are other ways in which you can help integrate and support 
our Ukrainian guests when they arrive.  
  
Please do come forward and offer what service you can give. This will be a long haul, 
both to make the initial arrangements for individual refugees to obtain visas and 
then, when they arrive, to ensure that they are well supported in our community for 
months and perhaps years.   
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Village Litter Picking  
 
It would be great if we can have lots of volunteers to come and help in the annual 
Ashbury Litter Pick on Saturday 9 April 2022.   
 
We will be meeting outside the village hall at 10.00am.  All equipment will be 
provided and tea/coffee and biscuits will be available to the volunteers afterwards as 
a way of saying thank you.  However, if you do also have some sturdy gloves, spare 
rubbish sacks and ‘grabbers’ please do bring them along just in case we need 
more!  Let’s all help keep those verges free of litter! 
Hope to see you all there. 
 
…it’s the best way you can do community service without having to do the crime! 

 
James Greenham 

 
 
 
 
Ashbury Freecycling  
This begins again on the first Sunday in the month April-September 9am-12. 
Put items to freecycle at your gate! You can drop a hint that you have items to 
give away on the Community Facebook page if you are a bit out of the way J 
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CHURCH MATTERS 
 

APRIL SERVICES IN ASHBURY, COMPTON, LONGCOT & FERNHAM 
WILL BE AS FOLLOWS: 

 
Sunday 3 April    9.00am  Matins (BCP)  Compton 
    9.30am  Family Service  Longcot 
    11.00am  Morning Prayer   
     with Marriage thanksgiving Ashbury 
     3.00pm United service   Longcot Chapel 
         
Sunday 10 April 8.00am*  Holy Communion  Longcot 
   10.00am*  Palm Sunday procession  

from Methodist Church to  
St Andrews followed by  

10.15am United Communion service Shrivenham  
      
    3.00pm Memorial service       Ashbury 
 
Thursday 14 April  10.00am  Holy Communion (Iona)       Ashbury 
Maundy Thursday   7.00pm* Holy Communion    

with foot washing        Compton 
Friday 15 April Noon  Hour at the Cross        Longcot 
Good Friday  2.00pm Hour at the Cross        Ashbury 
 
Saturday 16 April 8pm*   Lighting of Easter Fire       Shrivenham  
Easter Eve  
 
Sunday 17 April 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) Compton 
Easter Sunday  9.30am  Holy Communion       Longcot 
   11.00am  Holy Communion       Ashbury 
    
Sunday 24 April 10.00am*  Benefice Communion  

with Choir        Fernham 
    
Friday 29 April 9.00am Matins                        Ashbury 
 
*Although everyone is welcome to attend any services, those marked with an asterisk 
are designed as benefice services  
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Covid Precautions at Services 
Please do not come to Church if you have Covid symptoms 
   
All online Morning Prayer, Communion services and sermons can be watched on the 
Shrivenham and Ashbury Facebook 
If you are unable to join us in person, do join online through services and study 
groups on the Benefice Facebook page. You do not need a Facebook account to 
access these events. Details of online services are on the weekly sheet and on 
Facebook . 
 
Ashbury Prayer cycle for April:- 
3rd Idstone, 10th Kingstone Winslow, 17th Malthouse Close, 24th Odstone Farm & 
Cottages 
 
PASTORAL CARE 
If you have need for prayer or pastoral support, or wish to discuss a wedding or 
baptism, do not hesitate to ring Rev’d Norma Fergusson on 01793 784338. There is 
also a bereavement group which meets on the last Tuesday of the month; details 
available from Norma.  

LONGCOT CHURCHES WORKING TOGETHER – CHAPEL NEWS 
  
SUNDAY 3rd April 3pm - We look forward to this month’s United service being led by 
Mrs Sheila Knowles. Everyone is welcome to the service and stay for tea and biscuits 
afterwards. 
 
FRIDAY 29th April 3pm - T TIME FELLOWSHIP –.  Why not join us for afternoon tea 
and the chance to chat and catch up with friends?  You will be very welcome and 
there’s no charge although donations to our chosen charity are always welcome. 
There is no charge but contributions to our chosen charity will be most welcome. 
 
 

CLOTHING EXCHANGE. 
 At St Andrew’s church on Saturday 9 April (and every second Saturday of the month) 
from 9-11am. All are invited to exchange of children’s clothes (ages 0-13). It is free, 
you can donate on the day (clean clothing which is not stained or damaged please).  
You do not have to donate clothes to take some home.  
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
No Sunday school this month as we shall be joining the Palm Sunday procession  
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A POEM FOR APRIL: Easter Dawn by Malcolm Guite  
  

He blesses every love which weeps and grieves 
And now he blesses hers who stood and wept 
And would not be consoled, or leave her love’s 
Last touching place, but watched as low light crept 
Up from the east. A sound behind her stirs 
A scatter of bright birdsong through the air. 
She turns, but cannot focus through her tears, 
Or recognise the Gardener standing there. 
She hardly hears his gentle question ‘Why, 
Why are you weeping?’, or sees the play of light 
That brightens as she chokes out her reply 
‘They took my love away, my day is night’ 
And then she hears her name, she hears Love say 
The Word that turns her night, and ours, to Day. 

 
 
 
 
The Ambassadors Bible Church meet at what was the Ashbury Evangelical Free 
Church at 10:00 am each Sunday morning.   All are welcome and there is also a 
Sunday School for the Children which meets at the same time. 
 
 

 
Country Matters 

 
We have witnessed great courage in Ukraine as they fight to defy Putin’s ambitions. 
Collectively the West has to stand culpable for this avoidable disaster. A 
government’s first duty is for security and peace and for enough food for its people to 
prosper.  
 
The West did not get this right. I have [heard] it said that President Clinton was too 
hard on Russia’s Boris Yeltsin after Perestroika when they were experiencing 
enormous inflation problems. Governments have been weakened by the sub –prime 
banking crisis ten years ago and covid has not helped.  In Germany liberal policies, 
and the growing influence of the “Greens” has created vulnerability. The German 
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economy was strong but successive Chancellors were addicted to Russian energy 
supplies and ignored nuclear energy. Also they have not adequately funded NATO. 
We too have been woke here and are about to change our policies on nuclear, 
fracking and renewed exploitation of gas from the North Sea. With price rises 
motoring will soon be a luxury. Thank God we can soon turn the heating off. Some of 
our water companies are in foreign ownership. Call it xenophobia but I would prefer 
that such basics to life are not owned by foreign countries.  
 
Now to food. Cereal prices, that’s wheat, barley and oats are moving up in price by 
40-50%, which will mean big price rises for grain fed animals such as pigs and poultry 
with smaller rises for beef and dairy. Bread will cost more too. This last happened 
when oil supplies were threatened in 1973 arising out of Arab/ Israeli’s Yom –Kippur 
war.  It fuelled inflation then which is likely to accelerate once more. Because 
fertilizer production is so dependent on energy we farmers are not looking forward to 
buying more at three times the cost, perhaps more. Growing beans and peas which 
fix their own nitrogen from the air will help and clover can do the same thing so it will 
become ever more important in grassland as will grass fed animals, rather than grain  
fed.  
 
You will have read that the open plain of the Ukraine has a deep, black, fertile soil, 
earning it the title as the bread basket of Europe and in size it is only second to 
Russia.  The war will play havoc with their ability to export to Egypt and many other 
countries. Wheat, oil seeds, sunflower oil and maize will not be so available and we 
will produce less here with less fertilizer. Our government and DEFRA minister, 
George Eustace is still fixed on anything but farming. It would seem it is taboo with 
the emphasis on rewilding. As Boris changes his mind on fracking and nuclear he too 
must rethink policies to at least acknowledge the importance of home food 
production. If he is the architect of food poverty here in the UK, forcing us to rely on 
expensive imports, history will not deal kindly. 
 

                         Richard Green 
 
 

The writer’s views, as always, are his own. 
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From the archive: 
 

Did you realise just how recently the road between Ashbury and Shrivenham was built? 
From the Faringdon newspaper July 1869. 

 

 
 
 

For the curious, it’s probably more than a co-incidence that the railings and gate at 
Claremont which bear the names of the owner and the Bourton blacksmith who made 
them, (see if you can spot them) are dated 1868. Imagine the B4000 as a bridleway! 
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Contacts 
Ashbury Parish Council 
Chairman: Christopher Prentice 01793 710821 chair@ashbury.org.uk 
Clerk to the council: Laura Evans email clerk@ashbury.org.uk 
Defibrillator: On the wall by the School entrance 

St Mary’s Ashbury Parochial Church Council 
Associate vicar: Vacancy. 
Church wardens: Maggie Simons 01793 710801 Richard Green 01793 791310 
Secretary: Roger Simons 01793 710801 rogersimons1@outlook.com 
Vicar (Shrivenham) Revd Norma Fergusson 01793 784338  
rev.n.fergusson@btinternet.com   (not Monday) 
Ashbury Village Hall 
Maggie Simons 0193 710801 maggiemsimons@outlook.com 
Secretary Margaret Smith 01793 710800 mbsmith5@hotmail.co.uk 
Bookings: Lin and Kevin Clarke 01793 710326 
Ashbury with Compton Beauchamp CE(A) Primary School and little Berries Preschool 
Headteacher Rachael Smith 01793 710259 www. http://www.ashburyprimary.org.uk 
office.3851@ashbury.oxon.sch.uk 
Ashbury Village Shop 01793 710068 
G.P. Surgeries Shrivenham 01793 782207 Lambourn 01488 71715/72299  
Post Office at the Rose & Crown Wednesdays and Fridays 9.30-11.30am 
Vale of the White Horse District Council 01235 422422 
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/ 
Recycling/Rubbish collection queries admin.vale@biffa.co.uk 
Food waste is collected weekly, green/black bins alternate each week. Garden waste 
brown bins fortnightly. Mondays except Bank holidays. 
Your Local District Councillors are: Elaine Ware 01973 783026 
elaine.ware@whitehorsedc.gov.uk and Simon Howell 01793 784491 
simon.howell@whitehorsedc.gov.uk 
County Councillor: Yvonne Constance: 01235 751475/07976934884 
yvonne.constance@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

M.P. for the Wantage constituency: David Johnston 
david.johnston.mp@parliament.uk 0207 219 3000 
Newsletter entries for May 2022. Submit your entries for May by 19th April to: M. Turner 
Claremont, Ashbury SN6 8LN. marionlturner@me.com 01793 710302  For more of 
“what’s on” and local information see the Ashbury Village Website www.ashbury.org.uk 
and the community page on Facebook. 


